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 January 2012               

Project out to bid 

 February 2012             

Contract awarded 

 March-April 2012                

Construction begins 

 June 2012                 

Bridge closed for         

construction 

 November 2012      

Bridge reopens to traffic 
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Project Background 

The Maine Turnpike Authority is finalizing plans to reconstruct the Furbush Road Bridge 

over the Maine Turnpike.  The Furbush Road Bridge was built in 1954. Nearly all of the 

176 bridges that carry or cross over the Maine Turnpike were built between 1947 and 

1956. The expected lifespan of a bridge deck  is           between 50-70 years, depend-

ing on the traffic volumes, location, and wear and tear on each structure. The Turnpike 

Authority is in the middle of a 30-year plan, which started in 1994, to rehabilitate and 

repair nearly all bridges. 

Project Overview 

The $2.8 million project includes removal, and rebuilding, of the entire bridge deck and 

the structural steel. The deck is the portion of the bridge that sits on top of the structural 

steel, including the curbing and railing. The bridge clearance will also be raised to 15’ 6”. 

The substructure, which consists of piers and backwalls and the components that support 

the structural steel and bridge deck, will have minor concrete repair. 

Bridge Closure 

In order to facilitate major construction activities and to ensure safety of the construction crews and public, the Maine 

Turnpike Authority will need to close the bridge in mid-June 2012, with the bridge reopening to traffic in November 

2012.  

Maine Turnpike Authority priorities are to reduce traffic disruption, to maintain the highest level of safety and to mini-

mize construction costs associated with bridge construction and maintenance projects. Special conditions such as pro-

ject staging and temporary lane openings are more expensive and require additional time to complete the project. In 

addition to traffic and cost considerations, bridge projects also combine a host of safety hazards in one location. 

Bridge construction can be more challenging for a variety of reasons, including height of project, combination of activi-

ties, pace, longevity of project and repetitiveness of tasks. Keeping one lane open, or opening one lane, even on a tem-

porary basis, will lengthen the project, increase the end cost and add yet another safety consideration. 
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Detour Route 

Furbush Road begins at the intersection with State Route 9 to the west, crosses the Maine 

Turnpike, and ends at the intersection with Fisher Farm Road to the east. The Furbush Road 

Bridge carries approximately 640 vehicles per day over the Maine Turnpike. The most favora-

ble detour route during bridge rehabilitation would redirect traffic to Pleasant Hill Road, to 

State Route 126 (Sabattus Rd.), and to Fisher Farm Road to avoid the section of Furbush Road 

that will be closed. There is one statistically high crash location on the detour located at the 

intersection of Pleasant Hill/Jordan Bridge Road and State Route 9. 

Be informed . . . Be Involved 

Continued public involvement and participation is a very important part of the construction project process. The 

Maine Turnpike Authority will provide frequent project updates as major project milestones are reached. Residents 

are encouraged to stay involved and obtain project information from any of the following sources: 

 Access the Maine Turnpike Authority web site at: http://www.maineturnpike.com 

 Add your name and email address to the project mailing list to receive future project correspondence. 

 Contact Public Relations Manager Dan Morin at (207) 482-8154 or DMorin@maineturnpike.com 

 


